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Sky Island Alliance (SIA), based in Tucson, Arizona, is a grass-roots nonprofit organization dedicated to the protection and restoration of the rich natural heritage of native species and habitats in the Sky Island region of the Southwestern United States and Northwestern Mexico. This 70,000 square-mile region is globally important, because of its rich biodiversity of species and habitats, and as a stronghold of such magnificent predators as the Mexican wolf and the jaguar.  The region is a unique intersection of tropical and temperate climates, harboring well over half the bird species of North America as well as over 3000 species of plants and 104 species of mammals.
To help secure and preserve this region, a unique tri-national effort, including Mexican, French and US scientific, technical and financial support, has been established under the administrative supervision of the Sky Island Alliance. With principle funding from the French-based, Veolia Environment Foundation, and support from the US National Park Service and the Turner Foundation, SIA has initiated the Madrean Archipelago Biodiversity Assessment, and is inviting scientists and volunteers to learn about participating in its Program.
The Assessment will include fieldwork by scientists from universities and research centers in the three indicated countries, as well as students and volunteers, who will determine in the context of climate change, the extent, diversity and relative health of all forms of wildlife within this region. Bringing this information to the attention of ranchers, private landowners and others living within the region, while communicating recommended remediation efforts to policy and administrative decision-makers, in both Mexico and in the US, will be the "Outreach and Communication" assignment of the Washington Liaison Office, under contract to the Sky Island Alliance.


In addition to its basic scientific objectives, the Assessment will provide a positive image of binational, cross border cooperation as an alternative to the current headlines and emphasis on drug-related violence. It is an inclusive effort that welcomes the interest and involvement of those committed to the process of international cooperation to achieve a resilient and sustainable Sky Island Region, respectful of the interrelationship between humans and nature.
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